Comparison of cellular composition of induced sputum analyzed with Wright staining and immunocytochemistry.
We sought to compare cell counts based on cellular morphology and obtained after Wright staining with cell counts obtained after immunocytochemistry in induced sputum. Counts of eosinophils, neutrophils, macrophages, lymphocytes, and epithelial cells identified after Wright staining were compared with the counts obtained after immunocytochemistry through use of mAbs in 25 samples. Agreement between Wright staining and immunocytochemistry was poor for lymphocytes and epithelial cells. Rather than Wright staining, immunocytochemistry should be used to accurately identify lymphocytes and epithelial cells.